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vIt was 1984. Middle 2 - i
fY of May, around 10 N 0 - . i 5
in the evening. f
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Henry and I were brand | R e . I don't remember most of it Y
spanking new orphans. K =l other than it was a blur of - i
We had barely spoken to | |— . well-meaning relatives assuring |
each other the whole ) & - 5 us that they'd be there for us 4 |

day that we buried i : = before they disappeared back |9

our mother. ™ =7 | into the woodwork. . ey

Henry was clean shaven, but
it wasn't out of respect for
Ma. It was a leftover from
his army days.

I'mgonna

finish moving

into Mom's old &
bedroom. J

She was never
proud of me.




i s i Still, it would be the first time
5:? w%%eﬁf!noﬁfg;fg | inmy life that I'd finally have [
s0 anxious to move . — | some privacy. It would be weird, %
into Mom's room. o = . but certainly not the weirdest &
An amateur psychologist . " thing I'd ever had to deal with.
would've had a field day >
with that.

After a few minutes, I found that
Henry had left some things in the
room. Or at least things he might
not have thought of as his, but

I definitely thought were.

== heads up. Got
4 some stuff

Especially the Sam Sidewinder
doll, which was a collector'’s item
by that point. Johnny Bronco was
still mine, but Sam Sidewinder?
That was all Henry's.




You
[ promised!You V" cocaine?!
| promised Mom 5055 Henry
on her death thls’ ig--! !
bed! :

Eddie,
this...it's...

Oh, well

It's not
cocaine. It's
heroin.

that makes
it all better,
doesn't it?!

Are you

It's okay. I
deserveit. I'm
worthless.

Iam. Ever
since I came
back from '‘Nam.
We both know

Just like we
both know that \ )
youdon't needa R pPromise me
junkie hanging L one thing. When
around here. you det married,
; have kids, live a
good life...

Tell your Kids
you had a brother
who sacrificed to
keep you and Mom

safe. Who did his
best. Okay?




You don't
eed me here .:'
anymore-- A8

And you're
not decent,
Eddie Dean! Go
det dressed!

Wow. You
ol sure pissed off
\ Mrs. McGursky.

Dammit,
Imeanit! Get
your ass back

inside!

You're being s
0 sentimental. You
shouldn't be--

Of course
Idid! I'mnot

L.

Heh. Heehhhh

hehehehehehhh...

Go or stay,
it's nothing to
me, but you better
decide pretty quick
or I'mcalling the

At 10 at
{ night? Y'’know
what? Yeah,




